
 
 

 

25th March 2020 

No 17-3-20 

 

Updated Statement Concerning Conducting Church Life During the Pandemic 
 

Dear Fathers in the Lord, Christ is in our Midst! 

 

Following the most recent announcement by the Prime Minister on Tuesday, 24 March 2020 further 

restrictions have been placed on "places of worship" as of midnight 25 March 2020, and we do not know 

what other restrictions may be introduced by the government in the near future. 

 

For now, weddings and funerals may only take place in line with the new government guidelines. 

 

Given the requirement to reduce places of social gathering both indoors and outdoors, it seems that for 

now the Divine Liturgy may be served in church with the doors locked with only the clergy and a few 

choir members present. No public access is allowed for these services. Physical distancing (4 sq meters 

each), hygiene and related directives must be carefully observed. Alternatively, priests may consider 

serving the Divine Liturgy at home with only their immediate family present. 

 

Priests are to prepare enough Communion, and arrangements should be made to provide parishioners 

the opportunity to receive confession and communion on a private basis. 

 

Seeing the fear, uncertainty and confusion in society around us now, it is essential that we do what we 

can to keep striving to acquire the Holy Spirit, the One Thing needful. We must continue to make the 

Holy Mysteries available for the faithful, even if they are not able to attend the services in person. We 

should encourage our flock and remind them of the importance of their personal prayer life, morning 

and evening prayers, and daily spiritual readings. This daily prayer life will give us the spiritual strength 

to endure whatever hardships which God may deem us worthy of enduring. 

 

Let us trust in God and always say: “Glory be to God for all things!” 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Bishop George of Canberra 
Administrator of Australia and New Zealand Diocese  
Of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 


